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About us

Network of national and regional housing provider federatio
A 4,500 public, voluntary housing organisations
A 28,000 cooperative housing organisations

44 members in 24 countries (20 EU Member States)

Manage26 million dwellingsabout11% of existing dwellings
in the EU

OQur Vvision: ‘.. a Europe which provides access to
which are socially, economically and environmentally sustainable and where all are enabled to reach
their full potenti al .’



Diverse Membership-social housing in the EU

Diversityof national housing situations, conceptiong&licies

A Tenures although social housing is mostly provided for rent, in many countries sale of dwellings is als
possible, as well as the provision of intermediate tenures

A Providers
A CentralGovernment
A LocalAuthority
A Independent Public Body or a Publicly Owned Company
A Cooperative
A Other Private Noprofit
A PrivateNon-profit

A Beneficiariesin some countries social or public housisgpen to all citizens, in some others eligibility is
based onncome. In dew countries the most vulnerable households areority.

A Funding arrangementsFinancing models vagcross countries (countri@shere the sector is almost
100% financed by publrmoney; or housingroviders rely heavily oaredit).



How to influence EU policy from a mixed
membership organization?

U Through the constantnonitoring of the work of the EU in the field of housing and related
advocacywork, developing a positive message EU leaders.

Priorities :

A Sufficient long term financial resourcdsr affordable house building

A Support todevelop a business modalround the reduction of energy consumption in the
housing sector

A Clearvisibility on housing needs$o help guide public decision on housing policies

A Support theadaptation of the affordable housing sector to the challengesageing and
growing housing exclusion
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EU not competent on Housing?

t6 provide with adequate & affordablieousing(1993)

-

BUT!AImosteverynationalgovernment failghomelessness)
o Inefficiencyof national policies, resource constraints for public spending, changing-socarmmic
patterns, eemographigoressures &hocks efugee influx)jack of political will, structurgdiroblems

TheEU can act according to the Treaty of MaastrichHEntouraging economic integration & promoting
820AFf O2KSaAaAz2yéE

AssistingMember States

a) by policyinitiatives inwhichthe Union hagompetenceand programmes

b) Dby providingstructural andfinancialsupport

Right to housing?
Recognised in the UN International Covenant, European Social Chatifexd by all Member States.
Significant gaps between MS (protection of the right, diverse housing provisions)



Housing systems really matter

Housing policy Is changing significantly in many countries: integvatedsociél'
security systems, environmental and regeneration policies.

RecognizedHousing policies shape the convergence

U Housingsystemdanfluence theoverallcostsand benefits of Monetary Union.

U Sociahousingsystemsare key integrative systems

U Sociakegregatiommay erode the cohesionand thecompetitivenesof
neighbourhoods

Interventions should take local housing systems into consideration



General trends-EU policy towards housing
since 2008

EUpoliciesand measures Expectedvsreal outcomes Economicrationale and key policy
actors

20082009 The Europeanrecoveryplan — support Expected- Increasedinvestment in Keynesiartype economicrationale
to hou5||ng refurbishement through Lefurplshmeniconstructlon of social European Commission(DG REGIO)and
StructuralFundsand EIB ousing Member States

Actual — real positive outcome in
somecountries

U inadequacy of the financial
productsoffered

U Reductionof publicinvestment

2011-to date European economic coordination — Expected- Reductionof risksrelated Focuson supplysideof economy
Macroeconomic imbalances and to overheated housing markets

. _ _ European Commission(DG ECFIN)and
country specificrecommandations (Spainlreland)

Member States
Actual— Reductionof state support
to socialhousing



Current State of play

EUpoliciesand measures Expectedvs realoutcomes Underlyingeconomic

rationale and keypolicy actors

2013—to date Requirementdo bankson capital = Expected-avoidirresponsible Controlof production and
ratios (CRD IV) lendingto housingactivities accesgo credit
Actual—lower credit availability for
housinginvestment EuropearCommissioniMember

States; Banks

20142020 EuropearStructural and Investmen Expected Increasednvestmentin Focus orsupplysideof
Funds, AMIF, H2020 + Juncker Pl refurbishmentof sociahousing economy
A Support to sociahousing Actual-real positiveoutcomein +emphasis onwelfare
somecountries objectives

EuropearCommission (DG
REGIO, EMPL) and EIB



Europeanisation of housing policies through the
European Coordination of Economic Policies

A Policy andegalframeworkthat focuseson tacklingmacroeconomidmbalances
Contributed to the economiccrisid

U If issues are not addressdtiey couldhave huge negative | mpact
conditions

Ledby DG ECFIN
Structure:Country Reports
1) In-depthreviews examining the existence & nature of
possible macroeconomic imbalances in 18 Member
States
2) QGountry Specific Recommendation2016: Sweden,
France, Ireland, the Netherlands)

#EuropeanSemester

European

Semester

2017




Change of approach in the Semester?

EuropeanSemestewascriticisedfor beingnon democraticand biaisedtowards fiscal
consolidation,useless.. b ut

Exampleof Ireland
Mr Moscovici on behalf of the Commissittman EP Written question:

G ¢ K£&nmission is aware of the social consequences due to the pressures ¢
observed in the Irish residential propentarket. TheCommission has therefore
recommended Ireland to prioritise public investment in infrastructure particula
transport, water services arttbusingas part of the proposed 2016 Country Spe@s
WSOZ2YYSYRIUAZYaced
A Doesthat meana
A Or at the national and Elevelfrom IrishNGOghat

sidedwith their government®




Impact on national housing policies through the EU
macroprudential rules on banks (« Basel Il ») ?

Higherrisk weighting and increased capital requirements

U potential negativeA YLJ- OG 2y NBf S JlfoylandingSoyheuSingr Q | LJ
associations, and the overall cost of borrowing.

U Consequences: acceassfinance& cost of financgconstrainingeffect on housing
association developmermapacity).

International agreement in proceg2olitical issue — m\lﬁ“



s Social Europe the future?

V First clear attempt at EU level that covers tight to housingin a comprehensivenanner
V Linkthe European Pillar to thEuropean Semester
V EUfundingis dedicated for housing infrastructure (ERDF, ESF+ EFSI)

So what is the concern?

A Principles are nadirectly enforceable-needdedicated national legislation
Implementation: primary is the responsibility BIS (EC caonly invitethem to adopt measures
for more effective housingolicies)

A Applied firstin EMUareaand open to otheMS to join even bigger gap?

A No indicator in the Social Pillar Scoreboareffers tohousingno way to follow the process on

affordability/accesgo housing.
A FinalisatioREPSC@ouncitmanynational governments arepposedshifting more powers t&eU



https://composite-indicators.jrc.ec.europa.eu/social-scoreboard/

)
SUSTAINABLE

Can the SDG Agenda help? DEVELOPMENT

411!&
Sustainable development W/ 2v&lde of EU, firmly anchored in BUNS | (i Q@‘”ALS

2016Communicatiorcanhelp supporting our demands

Importantelements:

A We needgrowth that is sociallyinclusive andnnovative

A A NewGovernanceé\pproach(to review the working methodsof Eurostat,EUSemeste)
A Support thecreationof GreenBonds Deepenthe EuropearMonetary Union

A Develop*SustainableCitiesB e n ¢ h ma r k ”

A Shared responsibility of EU, MS, stakeholders, citizens

A No clearimplementation strategy- no attention to the alternative development modelsand
economic and financial systems

U EU implementation strategy (July 2017)

U Launchof a Multi-stakeholderPlatform-exchangeof best
practices on SD{Eplementationacrosssectors(Responsible
Timmelman}

U Housing relevant Eurostandicators




Urban policies as part of the Global Agenda

Global UrbanAgendaEC considers as integratpdrt of Agenda 2030
8§ 31-A call for local governments put in place housing policies

1§46Commitment to promote the role affordable and sustainable housingnd housing
Inance

Missing point: the recognition of the necessity to set up long term housing institutions &
structures

U UrbarnAgenda- KEWdeliveryme ¢ h a fin particular SDG 11)

Integrated approach and loAgrm vision: to promotdiveable, socially inclusive and safe,
resilient, resourceefficient &environmentally sustainable cities

4 PartnershipgAir Quality, Housing, UrbdPoverty, Integratiorof refugees)
Clearpush for strengthening the recognition of the urbasfimension

A HousingPartnershiprun by DG REGI@volve MS,cities, EIBstakeholders
First multtlevel coalition targeting t@stablish affordable housing of gogdality
Commission open to talk aboGtate Aid issue




Cohesion policy is key to deliver EU’s
objectives

Structural Fundssignificantly improved approach towards housireompared to the lasperiod:

A Alargerbudget forhousing(6 billion)
A Allocationevenin INTERREG, UIA

A Flexiblerules of the Fundisage better combination(Multifund OP$ f{{f‘;?;;'"

A A morestrategicfocus

Fearsabout post2020

A EC, ElIBushesfor increasedproportion offinancialinstruments fiow 12%): ERloesnot agree

A Exante conditionalitiesto be linked to EU Semester: but DG ECFIN is not yet ready, the CSRs often do not
target social housing

A Macro-economicconditionalities we push to delete them (or adequat®mpensation mechanisms
national coefunding to be exempted from deficit rules) .

- | l verment  The €U bark

Positive recommendations of EP | Bank

A Partnershipprinciple shouldbe legallybinding

A GDPindicatornot enough alternative indicatorsneeded(the Social Progredsdex)

A Ensureconsistencybetweencohesion& competition policy (in particular Stateaid rules)



Real challenges ahead...

A At least100m low and middleincome people in the UNE@&jion spendnore than 40 Y &
of their income on housing

A 1 out of 4 EU citizens are sk of povertyincrease of 1.7 million people since 2014

A Housingcostsa muchheavierburdenfor the poor (41%comparedto 22%)81 m Europeansire
overburdedned

A Housingexclusion, homelessness increasing
A Lack of acces® decent affordable and social housing
A Long waiting listdor socialhousing

A Demographiachallenge-Europeans will be the oldest the world by 2030
A Need for agefriendly housing effective health and carsectors
A Generationalgap on access to housing divide betweenyoungandold

A Gro(wingr;sk of social isolatiofl person householdaccounted forl/3 of all households in the
EU(2015



Reflections on the future of Europe

1) Single market only
A more competition in the construction sector

A lessfunding for affordableéhousing &einforced state aid
control

2) Small Europe
A subsidiarity and flexibility for national housing policies
A somefinancialsupport Meaning
U Legislation wouldetminimum standards

1. Limit the "social dimension" to free movement;
2. thosewho want to do more could dmore;

U in selectedareas couldully harmonisecitizens' rights
U Bindingbenchmarkscould be developed
U More fundsavailable to supporthe fight against poverty and

A morefinancial support

A it could mean more prescription from the EU on economic
and fiscal policies

A the in%sce_nario wheréntegration of migrants &ght _ promote socialinnovation N _
againsthousing exclusion would be tackleat EUlevel U EUfunding could be madeonditional upon a commitment to
4) Multispeed Europe reach certainbenchmarkgadoptcertainreform

A complexdecision makingt EU leve({our advocacy work _ _ _
less efficient) A chance to convince MS at the n&gtial Summit

A potentiallydi f f erenti ated access to finan(@ethentig, NoB20k/puntri es
and/or countriesnot ready to follow the reinforced
cooperation



Thank you!

Edit Lakatos
Email:Edit.Lakatos@housingeurope.eu
Tel.: +3225410562
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