


Challenges in delivering 50,000 affordable homes

• Half way through largest programme of investment with 
Scottish Government grant levels enabling quality for both 
urban & rural 

• But need to address affordability of land, infrastructure & 
planning issues





Vacant and Derelict Land Task Force

- Established in 2018 by the Scottish Land Commission & Scottish 
Environmental Protection Agency, following Scottish 
Government commitment

- Transforming Vacant & Derelict Land in Scotland

- Strategic Approach help design systemic solutions

- Collaborative approach to unlocking opportunities for inclusive, 
sustainable growth



Scale of the Challenge

• Almost a third of Scotland's population is estimated to live within 
500 metres of a derelict site. A further quarter live between 500 
metres to less than 1,000 metres of a derelict site. 

• Many of these sites are in areas of high social deprivation as defined 
in the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) 2016

• Huge missed opportunity



Aim 

• By 2020 -> all local authorities to agree a voluntary ban on a net 
increase of sites/land on the register

• By 2025 at least 50% of the sites on the register will be back in 
productive use

• By 2028 all of Scotland’s vacant and derelict land will be in 
productive use for the people of Scotland



Scale – a 
challenge & an 

opportunity
Sighthill, Glasgow



Glasgow Commonwealth Games Village







Opportunities for new housing & community 
regeneration

• Placemaking

• Long term investment, collaboration and partnership

• Access to land at existing value – or free from local authorities & other 
public sector agencies

• Infrastructure planning & investment

• Existing community regeneration & town centres




